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Artifact for Analysis
• Part of a trilogy of films: Jud 

Süss (1940); Die Rothschilds 
Aktien auf Waterloo (1940); 
and Der Ewige Jude Der Ewige Jude (1940) 
produced by UFA, the 
German state owned film 
house under Joseph 
Goebbels, head of the 
German Ministry of 
Propaganda.



Artifact for Analysis
• Goebbels preferred soft 

propaganda, “aestheticized 
politics” and to perpetuate 
the myth that film remained 
outside of party politics.

• Inspired by an photography 
exhibit, Der Ewige Jude in 
Munich (1937) and later a 
book of photos  showing the 
degeneracy of the Jewish 
race.  

Fritz Hippler, Director
• Joined Nazi party at age 17 and became 

head of the film division of the 
Propaganda Ministry.

• Remained unrepentant and in post-war 
interview with Bill Moyers (PBS Walk 
Through the Twentieth Century, 1982) 
stated that he felt it unfair that he was 
interrogated by the Allies, because he 
was just doing his job as a publicist for 
the state, which is akin to doing public 
relations for a big company. 



Billed as documentary
• Footage of  Jewish life in Polish ghettoes of 

Lodz, Warsaw, Cracow, and Lublin.
• Hippler, “Here Jews are not being portrayed, 

rather they show themselves as they really 
are. Not one Jew is forced to do anything 
special, or act against his will.”

• Many posed and falsified shots. 

A Solution in Search of a Problem
• Needed to show Jews as an obstacle to the 

German state and responsible for the ills of 
modernism and the world economic situation.

• Hippler states in film journal Der Film 
(1940)that the film was necessary because the 
Jewish problem would not end “until the last 
Jew had departed from all of the non-Jewish 
nations of the world.”

• Historians see film as presaging                     
“The Final Solution”.



Theoretical Perspective: 
Fantasy Theme Analysis

• Fantasy Theme analysis as articulated by Ernest 
Bormann and others at University of Minnesota.

• Fantasy defined as “the creative and imaginative 
interpretation of events that fulfills a 
psychological or rhetorical 
need.”(Bormann,1985) 

• Fantasies are shared and chain outchain out to larger 
rhetorical communities via mass media. 

• We are persuaded not only by reason, but by 
stories rooted in emotion.



Theoretical Perspective: 
Keen’s Dehumanizing Metaphors

• Sam Keen argues in Faces of the Enemy (1991) 
that we create our enemies. “We think others 
to death and then invent the battle-axe or the 
ballistic missiles with which to actually kill 
them.”

• Keen provides a model for analysis of the 
visual and verbal images that we use to depict 
the enemy and we apply it to Der Ewige Jude. 

Keen’s Dehumanizing Metaphors 
• Enemy-as-Animal:  References 

to the enemy as repulsive 
animals (e.g., rat, reptile, insect, 
germ), the enemy as doing 
animal-like actions (e.g., hiding 
or living under a rock).

• Enemy-as-Barbarian:  
References to the enemy as 
primitive/uncivilized/not-
modern, or as a child 
(immature, misbehaving) or as 
lacking intelligence.



Keen’s Dehumanizing Metaphors 
• Enemy-as-Abstraction:  References to the enemy 

as a non-living object (e.g., robot, target, and 
smoke) or doing the actions of non-living objects.

• Enemy-as-Aggressor:  References to the enemy 
as a threat (e.g., having weapons, showing anger, 
or being militaristic).

• Enemy-as-Criminal:  References to the enemy as 
a criminal, terrorist or as liars and deceivers. 

• Enemy-as-Death: References to the enemy being 
associated with death (e.g., Grim Reaper).

Keen Con’t
• Enemy-as-Enemy-of-God: references to the enemy 

as an opponent to the religion of the propagandist 
(e. g., being the Devil or associated  with the Devil).

• Enemy-as-Faceless:  References to the enemy as 
being without distinguishing features, as all looking 
alike or identical. 

• Enemy-as-Greedy:  References to the enemy as 
taking (from others) land, money, or other 
resources. 

• Enemy-as-Torturer-of-Prisoners:  References to 
political prisoners being tortured by the enemy (e.g., 
hanging by thumbs, being beaten).



Hate Is  Viral
• The Eternal Jew was confined to archives in 

Germany available only for educators and 
researchers.

• Now can be viewed on YouTube and Google 
on the first page brings up Unity of Nobility in 
Houston, which has a link to the film and lists 
the ADL as an “Extremist Organization.”

Sources of comments on film 
• All come from postings within the last six 

months on http://www.youtube.com/watch ; 
not from hate websites.



Enemy-as-Animal

Enemy-as-Animal
• Slurpos:  Parasites and Joos go hand in hand.
• murheed khan: What other religion teaches 

you to have a mystical relationship  with 
material world…Judaism….It’s not a religion 
but a gang… They should be monitored like 
the rats they are



Enemy-as-Criminal

Enemy-as-Criminal
• Buttgolem:  Everything is repeating itself. 

Madoff, Greenspan, Rudin, David Loeb, 
Blankfein, Ben Bernanke, Dick Fuld, Alan 
Fishman, etc. Even though there are gentile 
crooks, there is such a vast 
overrepresentation of Jews among them.



Enemy-as-Greedy

Enemy-as-Greedy
• Nordisk Storm:  The Germans under Hitler 

Controlled THEIR OWN banks and Printed 
their Own Currency outside of the Control of 
the International Jewish Bankers, and they 
paid the price for it , so a world war was 
declared upon them. The Germans where 
fighting against the International Enemy and 
the Jews have been Kicked out of 109 
different nations. They are not innocent by 
any Stretch of the imagination!



Enemy-as-Barbarian

Enemy-as-Barbarian
• Romeotango58:  The way the Jew slaughters 

its animals is disgusting, its also barbaric!



The Chain of Fantasy Continues
• “The fantasy of Jews as bacteria or virus 

generated the Final Solution whose purpose 
was to destroy those pathogenic cells and 
thus to save the life of Germany”
(Koenigsberg, 2005).

• Hate is now viral. It is now on the Internet, on 
YouTube.  Viewers today express confusion 
about whether this is propaganda and some 
echo the hate from the past.


